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Synopsis

Part illustrated biography, part comics adaptation, R. CRUMB’S KAFKA is a vibrant biography that
examines this Czech writer and his works in a way that a bland texbook never could! R. CRUMB’S
KAFKA goes far beyond being explication or popularization or survey. It's a work of art in its own
right, a very rare example of what happens when one very idiosyncratic artist absorbs another into
his worldview without obliterating the individuality of the absorbed one. Crumb’s art is filled with
Kafka’s insurmountable neuroses. They are all there: Gregor Samsa’s sister, the luscious Milena
Jesenska, the Advacate’s "nurse" Leni, Olda and Frieda, and the ravishing Dora Diamant-drawn in
that mixture of self-command, tantalizing knowingness, and sly sexuality, that ian randines and
thick-limbed physicality that is Crumb. . . Crumb’s idiosyncratic illustrations add a new dimension to
the already idiosyncratic world of Kafka.Includes adaptations of "The Judgment," "The Trial," "The

Castle," "A Hunger Atrtist," and "The Metamorphosis."
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Customer Reviews

Reviewed by: Tom Hendricks, Musea Review Service. Posted courtesy of the Underground Literary
Alliance Book Review Blog.Tom Hendricks is a ULA member. He has probably never met Robert
Crumb, but might want to. I'd like to meet Robert Crumb.What is it? : Franz Kafka’s biography with
text by David Mairowitz, and illustrations by celebrated underground comic artist Robert
Crumb.Technical Quality: High. Book is a well made, 175 page, trade paperback. Note the

somewhat chilling cover with an orange Prague cityscape drawing , with a green insert of Kafka



writing.Innovative Quality: High. The book uses the graphic novel approach to tell the life story of the
troubled but brilliant Franz Kafka. Crumb illustrates the main biographical events and portions from
some of Kafka’s most celebrated works.Review: Three parts come together to make this a
memorable and notable read: Franz Kafka’s life and works, Robert Crumb’s illustrations on every
page, and an informative biographical text by David Zane Mairowitz.Mairowitz writes: "Before ever
becoming the ADJECTIVE (Kafkaesque) Franz Kafka (1883-1924) was a Jew from Prague, born
into its inescapable tradition of story-tellers and fantasists, ghetto-dwellers and eternal refugees. His
Prague, "a little mother’ with 'claws’ was a place that suffocated him, but where he nonetheless
chose to live all but the last eight months of his life."That well sums up a lot of the main threads of
Kafka’s life too. He was a Jew in a country that more and more hated and persecuted the Jews. He
had an oppressive and abusive father that, like Prague, he could never escape.
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